
STORM STACEY once again dis-
played his burgeoning young tal-
ent by riding to two more podium 
finishes in the British Motostar 
series.

The teenage Eccleshall ace 
switched back to the British Su-
perbike (BSB) support series at 
Knockhill in Scotland over the 
weekend.

The 14-year-old, who is also 
competing in the British Talent 
Cup this year, was right back at 
the front end with his FPW Rac-
ing team, securing a second and 
third-place finish – which also 
meant he consolidated second 
place in the championship after 
three rounds.

His double podium was in stark 
contrast to his previously-disas-
trous Talent Cup round when an 
injury while training on his push 
bike the day before the opening 
practice session ruled him out of 
the entire meeting.

But fully recovered, Stacey 
showed his race craft, storming 
to third on Saturday and then im-
proving to second on Sunday.

It was unusual to get consist-
ently-favourable weather north of 
the border, and in the sunny, dry 
conditions on a newly-resurfaced 

track, Stacey topped the times 
during both of Friday’s free prac-
tice sessions.

It gave him a good base to work 
from during the following morn-
ing’s qualifying session ahead of 
the first race.

All competitors clearly enjoyed 
the warm conditions, with the top 
seven riders unofficially going 
under the lap record during quali-
fying.

Stacey, while riding hard and 
challenging for pole position, was 
unlucky to slip off at Scotsman 
corner and had to sit out the final 
few minutes.

But his lap time was still good 
enough for the middle of the sec-
ond row of the grid and fifth posi-
tion.

Saturday’s 18-lap race was 
always going to be close at the 
front, and that proved to be the 

case with Stacey battling with all 
three RS Racing KTMs for the en-
tire race.

Setting the fastest lap, on lap 
15, it gave him pole position for 
Sunday’s race as he eventually 
took the chequered flag in third 
position.

Stacey made a good start to 
Sunday’s 22-lapper, leading from 
pole position on the opening lap.

As the laps were reeled off, he 

once again was engaged in a 
close duel at the front.

With a handful of laps left, one 
of his rivals crashed leaving Sta-
cey to battle with series leader, 
Jake Archer.

Back-markers came in to play 
towards the end, which ultimately 
prevented the Staffordshire ace 
from making a challenge as they 
approached the chequered flag, 
which meant he had to settle for 
second.

Hednesford’s Kurt Wigley, 22, 
was also back in British Super-
sport action over the weekend.

Despite not challenging at the 
front end, he managed to bring his 
Sorrymate.com machine home for 
two rare finishes, ending race one 
in 20th and race two in 17th.

Twin brother Matt Wigley was 
forced to sit out the meeting as 
he continued his recovery from a 
major crash at the previous round, 
which had left him concussed.

Fellow Sorrymate.com rider 
Josh Hiatt, 14, from Heath Hayes, 
was also competing in the British 
Motostar series and continued his 
steady progress during his debut 
campaign in the BSB support se-
ries finishing 23rd and 25th, which 
was good enough for 13th and 
12th in the standard class.

Stacey and Hiatt will be back in 
British Motostar action for round 
six at Brands Hatch, in Kent, next 
weekend (July 20-22), along with 
the Wigley brothers in the British 
Supersport series.

Stacey back on his bike to prove his talent

Pennington stars for Rapids
DILLON Pennington picked up four wick-
ets in two overs as Worcestershire Rapids 
maintained their perfect start in the Vital-
ity Blast in a rain-reduced encounter with 
Northamptonshire Steelbacks at New Road.

The England Under-19 paceman de-
stroyed any hopes the Steelbacks had of 
reaching a steep 131 target in nine overs as 
he claimed 4-9.

His efforts helped the table-topping Rap-
ids to make it four wins out of four.

Australian Travis Head (37) and Ross 
Whiteley (36) fired the hosts to 130-3.

A brilliant century from Ben Raine lifted 
Leicestershire Foxes to a 102-run victory 
over Birmingham Bear at Edgbaston.

Raine smashed his way to a 113 from 46 
balls in the Foxes’ total of 229-5. He then 
took two wickets as the Bears fell for 127.

CRICKET STAFFORDSHIRE have been deducted two 
points from their Unicorns Twenty20 cam-
paign – despite already being out.

They were deducted the points for play-
ing an ineligible player in the double-header 
against Northumberland at Jesmond in 
May.

Although Adnan Ghaus was educated in 
England and has played league cricket here 
for many years, he was born in Pakistan 
and played domestic List A cricket there 

last winter. As he is not England-qualified 
he is ineligible to play Minor Counties 
cricket.

Staffordshire have lost the two points 
they gained from their win in which Ghaus 
took three wickets, but are unmoved from 
second place in the group. They had already 
missed out on top spot to Cheshire.
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Staffs are deducted points

Storm Stacey is second in the British Motostar series after another impressive round   Pic: Ian Ward

ENGLAND have named 
former batsman James 
Taylor as their full-time 
independent selector.

Ex-Nottinghamshire star Taylor 
was forced to retire prematurely in 
2016 due to a serious heart condi-
tion.

The 28-year-old will work with 
national selector Ed Smith, who 
was appointed in April after James 
Whitaker left the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) in a 
restructure.

Smith and Taylor join England 
coach Trevor Bayliss in complet-
ing England’s new-look selection 
panel.

“I’m thrilled to be taking up this 
role with the ECB and once again 
supporting the England set-up,” 
said Taylor, who went to Shrews-
bury School as a youngster. “This 
is an important role and it’s a huge 
honour to be appointed.

“I have always been deeply pas-
sionate about the game and will 
bring all of my energy and expe-
rience – from the Lions, domestic 
cricket and the international Test 
and white-ball game – to this task.

“I’m excited to be given the 
opportunity to work alongside 
Ed Smith and can’t wait to get 
started.”

Taylor was diagnosed with ar-
rhythmogenic right ventricular 
cardiomyopathy in 2016, with the 
condition immediately ending his 
career after eight years. He made 
34 international appearances in-
cluding seven Tests. Similar to the 
condition of ex-Bolton footballer 
Fabrice Muamba, who collapsed 
during a match at Tottenham in 
2012, Taylor’s health issues cut 
his career short just when he was 
approaching his prime.

Now though, after stints of com-
mentary work and as part of Eng-
land’s scouting network, Taylor 
has assumed a more senior role in 
the England set-up. National se-
lector Smith hailed Taylor’s eleva-
tion, insisting England will benefit 
hugely from his addition.

“We are excited that James is 
joining us as a full-time England 
selector for the men’s game,” he 
said. “He is highly determined, 
with a deep knowledge of the con-
temporary game at domestic and 
international level. He was the 
outstanding candidate.

“James’s early retirement has 
brought a unique opportunity for 
the game. He can bring his recent 
experiences and insights to selec-
tion as we seek to identify the best 
players to drive forward England’s 
teams in all formats.

“I know that James wants 
to channel the dedication that 
shaped his playing career into the 
new challenge of talent ID and se-
lection.”

Taylor honoured to
become a selector
CRICKET
sports@expressandstar.co.uk

England celebrate after their 2-1 one-day series success over New Zealand

England miss out on series whitewash
ENGLAND wasted a great start 
to lose the third one-day interna-
tional against New Zealand by 
four wickets.

Openers Amy Jones and 
Tammy Beaumont were largely 
untroubled as they put on 104 
without loss after England won 
the toss and elected to bat at 

Leicester. However, Beaumont’s 
departure for 53 triggered a dis-
appointing collapse and the hosts 
lost all their wickets for just an-
other 115 runs, including Wolver-
hampton’s Georgia Elwiss for 11, 

as they were bowled out for 219.
Sophie Devine was unbeaten 

on 117 as she led New Zealand’s 
reply and she hit Katherine Brunt 
for six to complete victory with 
more than five overs remaining.

It gave the White Ferns a conso-
lation win in a series that England 
had already won.

Time running
out for riders
to keep place
WOLVES bosses know what it takes to be the best – but 
they’re currently well below standard.

I was interested to read comments from both Pete 
Adams and Chris Van Straaten after the home defeat by 
Somerset last week.

They admit they are waiting for new averages before 
looking at making a move in the market to recruit a new 
rider or two.

That defeat had been coming. Not my words, but those 
of management and supporters at Monmore.

So Monday’s meeting with Swindon – a repeat of last 
year’s Grand Final – takes on extra significance as it 
seems time is running out for certain riders to keep their 
place at the club.

The good news is they will be back to full strength on 
Monday with both Kyle Howarth and Cameron Heeps 
returning from injury.

But talk of change at this time of year takes me back 
two short years ago when they brought in the reigning 
world champion at the time, Tai Woffinden.

He was the signing who took them to the next level, 
the man who made a difference to help them win the 
league title.

It was harsh on Jonas Kylmakoorpi, who was axed in 
the move, but nobody can argue with the outcome.

I’m not saying Woffinden would make a return now, 
or Freddie Lindgren for that matter, but it’s also not 
always about the star riders. A key signing at the bottom 
end can make all the difference.

I’m expecting a tough, close contest on Monday – and 
it’s not on TV, so there’s no excuse for giving it a miss!

Swindon have done well this season in the defence of 
their title – despite losing world champion Jason Doyle 
to Somerset.

They still have a solid team and I fully expect them to 
make the play-offs.
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It’s that time of year we all love as speedway fans!
All roads lead to Cardiff next weekend for the Adrian 

Flux FIM British Speedway Grand Prix at the Principal-
ity Stadium.

But you can start your weekend in style this Thursday 
night at the Cleveland Arms in Wolverhampton when 
legendary Wolves duo Peter Karlsson and Mikael Max fly 
in from Sweden for a night with supporters.

They will then head to Cardiff to enjoy the action, like 
most other fans!

I spoke to PK on Thursday and he’s like a kid at 
Christmas, that’s how excited he is about coming  
over.

Call 01902 451021 for tickets, I’m told there are still 
limited VIP places available. See you there!

Then there is the Championship Pairs at Somerset 
on the Friday night which always pulls in a bumper  
crowd.

As an alternative, if you’re in Cardiff, I’ll be hosting a 
Grand Prix reception party at the stadium alongside TV 
colleague Kelvin Tatum.

Our guests are none other than Tai Woffinden and 
Nicki Pedersen.

Tickets are £15 and full details are available at sport-
stalkevents.co.uk for the first event of its kind the night 
before a GP.

Follow me on Twitter
@nigelpearson

Monday’s 
meeting 
with 
Swindon 
takes 
on extra 
significance
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